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1 2008/09 Workprogramme 
 
1.1 Engaging with Investors 
The Partnership has successfully launched a microsite providing broader access to the key 
findings of the ‘Engaging with Investors’ report. The site provides an introduction to the 
automotive sector, the stages of business development and associated types of finance as 
well as links to a number of potential finance providers. 
 
The ‘Engaging with Investors’ microsite may be found at: http://www.lowcvp.org.uk/ewi/
 
1.2 High Blend Biofuels Study (Cross Working Group Project) 
The purpose of this study is evaluate the market opportunities for high blend (>10% by 
volume) liquid and gaseous biofuels and recommend the most appropriate mechanisms to 
stimulate take-up. The study is intended to inform policy-makers by illustrating the benefits of 
specific high blend liquid and gaseous fuel uses, providing clear advice on the status of 
technical issues and providing recommendations on how to stimulate uptake. The study is 
also intended to promote engagement and understanding across different sectors of the 
vehicle and fuel industry. 
 
To date over 70 people have accessed the online response form, however with variable 
completion rates and coverage. The study team have followed up a number of these for 
further information. In addition a workshop was held with Passenger Car WG, Fuel WG and 
Advisory Group members. The workshop participants were able to reflect on the key barriers, 
examine three of these in more depth and make suggestions of specific support or 
mechanism that might reduce or remove each barrier. A follow-on exercise was prepared 
where participants could focus on the implementation of each support mechanism by their 
specific industry, and a number of attendees completed this. The main outputs from the 
consultation have been threefold: 
• views on the Barriers/Drivers/Support-mechanisms element of the study; 
• offers of information on practical experience from trials, and; 
• data for the Option Assessment part of the study. 
The information on Barriers/Drivers/Support mechanisms is ready in draft form and will form 
a chapter of the study report. 
 
Data and experience from trials/demonstrations has taken considerable time and effort to try 
and find the information planned. It is clear that a number current UK based trials will not be 
in a position to provide information until later in the year, and hence outside the timescale of 

http://www.lowcvp.org.uk/ewi/


the project. In addition, cost information from these sources is proving difficult to obtain. The 
study team have expended considerable time/effort on contacting people involved. To 
mitigate against delays or absences in the project we have deployed a revised approach to 
determining appropriate information: 

- using modelling tools (from Cenex) to provide data on biomethane fuelled vehicles 
(storing their fuel as per CNG/LNG); 

- obtaining Fleetsolve data for a range of biodiesel blends in a range of vehicles; 
- using data from mainland European experience; 
- using relative changes in toxic emissions against baseline (rather than absolute 

figures); 
- using cost information where available (from various sources), and plan for using 

qualitative assessments of cost levels where necessary.  
The section of data modelling for GHG emissions is based on RFA methodology. 
 
A draft report will be circulated to the AG members in w/c 13 April for comment.  

 
2 2009/10 Workprogramme 
 
2.1 Engaging with OEMs 
The purpose of this activity is to develop and accelerate the exchange of information of 
suitably developed concepts between OEMs, Tier 1s and SMEs for mutual benefit. This will 
include engaging and understanding how individual OEM and Tier1 companies in the 
automotive sector identify and acquire innovative ideas and how SMEs can engage with 
them most productively. A number of OEM’s have indicated considerable interest in the 
objectives of the project and will be further engaged when the project commenced in the new 
financial year. 
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